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                                            Matched by Ally Condie is basically The Giver with a love triangle and it was pretty well done, actually! The dialogue was pretty simple and utilitarian but the first-person narration was solid. This particular utopia-with-a-dark-side is a lot like The Giver in that people are safe and healthy but at the cost of having the government decide what they eat, wear, work at and, the crux of the book, who they marry. So basically this world is political conservatives’ worst nightmare of a liberal nanny-state gone to extremes, much like The Giver and 1984, OK, plot: Cassia, age 17, gets matched to longtime-friend Xander which is totally weird because usually the government will match couples from other cities. But when Cassia gets home from the Match Banquet and inserts the disc with info about her future with Xander, the face of a different boy she knows, plot, but done well. There’s at least one sequel already out and I look forward to reading it. I would Ky, flashes on the screen as her Match. Cassia becomes intrigued and over the course of some weeks gets to know Ky better despite her longstanding love and respect for Xander. Meanwhile, she starts to grow rebellious and begins to question her “perfect” society. Not the most original - classify this book as “light and fun” (dys)topian teen fiction that still makes you think about stuff.
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